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Even Page Header -Section 7- Led'mhmm ot some fake, made
Odd Page Header -Section 7- l up bullshir!” e
mediec| The Stick was "Language, sir," the retired doctor a bit of a mixed company stickler,

passed, received, entertzin and enthrall duties moving on down the line.
K, what?" His assignment after al, as Chronicler he was paid, poorty,

10 ngage the passengers, interact and anonymously ingratiate, in the

vernacular to from system 3 y wait

for their Like these seven fed around the

Wiemphis depat had been for two and a half days. “what manner of story

should 1

“Don't really care,” the same response to every questian posed
sneered from plaid fleece guy at the end, name Advay Anand according to the
lupzage tag gossip, apathy hunched alongside his anger, "Mever take my
suggestions anyway."

“The one with the submarine, snake pit and exploding heads. That guy
took out everybody with just his = and took Jin g, right off his suitcase, the
boy barely into double digits felled by overly enthusiastic imitated whip
action. “Yesh, that one again, please!”

*0h, god, no. Mindless drivel all of it,” so said four-piece suit and gold
watch guy, his bulging packed trip pravisions yet to be offered for 2 communal
meal, “whyam | being forced to participate in -

*Right, thanks, got it.” Mot helpful, you snaaty prick. "OK, then,” the
Chranicler's gaze queried the others, "anyone else? ~ The newlyweds, Berry
and Blu, the retired doctor returning from her son's funeral - “Any ideas? Any
cther aye—"

*1 have one." The solitary man, sandy-haired grey, womn shoes and tom
soul, "a love story, an honest ane. "

Wemory's library overrun, any tale can with 3 few tweaks unfold the
heart, and this request a surface skim at best — basic plat of A mests 8, sparks,
a flowery language fiourish or two, 3 misunderstanding, brunch, danger for
the climax all ending with a kiss, the Chronicler anticipating an untazing
afternoon.

“Alove story it is, ir. | accept for praise or pardon.” With calico Isadora
nap curled upin his lap, the traditions| talisman, The Stick, rubbed to dark
shiny by countless storyteller hands, twirled through fingers uninspired yet
wiling to play. “All right, everyone, settie in," passengers adjusted, even the
disgruntied and disinterested, to more comfortable and lang-haul pasitions
for this 5™ round - "Hera is 3 tale of adventure, intrigue and romance. it has

0dd Page Footer Section and revenge sought for a father's death.

“the child can hear.” He could hear, repeat and ironically offer into the
) more, say, imaginati riptive words that form the
basis of a boy's foundling school vacabulary. Jin g just smiled at her sweet.

“1 rather like the setup, actually,” Blu's opinion seconded by her wile's
nodding, the soft tinkle of their matching earrings, "espacially the part about
the "

*1 asked for hanest * Solitary man's stare ignored all the room's rest 1o
nail the Chronicler in place. " genuine love story," the demand specific,
almost intimate, "you tall that ane."

*as you wish, sir."

Eyes never wavered, his confidence cocky, there's a solid reason his
depot one of the netwark's most traveled. So, instead of simple, a challenge
for day. That's g0od, it's great really, here was a gokden appartunity to flow
and stretch, bring in props, a few sketches even, his words 35 warmth o
weapons. Apologies to the “voluntary” tag-zlongs in the group, Solitary Man
had asked to climb up there, view the desire and despair, and the Chronicler
was keen to act as guide, mentor and champion. They all would hear 3 rea!
story.

“It all begzn on a day in January.."

5 to whether it was the truth, well_.

Even Page Footer -Section

: Header from Top:
E Footer from Bottom:

ﬂ Insert Alignment Tab

Position

Murphy Gaines

a X

i Comments] [/ Editing v}

Close Header

and Footer

Close

Murphy Gaines

Even Page Header -Section 7-

Qdd Page Header -Section 7-

Odd Page Footer -Section 7-

Even Page Footer -Section 7-

Outnumber the Stars

Murphy Gaines.

First Page Header -Section 8-

eoction a- V. rash day, sepa
Even Page Header -Section 8- F;h‘m.mc )

’j Same as Previous |

Outnumber the Stars

Murphy Gaines

Even Page Header -Section 8-

Saturday — present. My sister will kill me if f do't — too old for Lege, oo young
Jor - Xbox? Switch? After wark, on the way home, Gome Stop right ocross from
‘Ace Fard ~ ight bulbs, furnace filters, patch the screen where Rosie ~ litter, 01,
poper towels, aimond milk, some chicken maybe, could gril out, unless the
domn e See 'Em’s are —

Istop For the first time in six months, | stopped. Not because of traffic,
3 commaon probliem usuzlly jngged around. ot because of 3 sudden weather
change either, 'm an all-season marathon wannabe masochist. No cramp, no

eection g [he kind of grave walking, crespy
| Cdd Page Header Section & Langer’cansesnmsnnaiswanchingyuu

shiver.

But no one is.

Right?

There's nobody watching me, even passing glancing me. A quick
scan.all 1 see are milling souvenir suckers, boupgegwannabes, and — oh, here
comes & panzer baby stroller division hljzkEEiRg through the crowd — bu, by
Gesign, nobody notices me sitting on this

what the hefldo 1 do now?

Don't know his name, too busy for small talk, toa busy for pleasantries,
00 busy with the most dangerous, most uncharacteristic, most iy
sublime sensory sensual sexual instinctual brain stem apothensis of FUCK to
sk that basic question. Bodies busy, names notimportant.

Don't remember where he lives. Didn't pay attention to the routs,
Uber foreplay, hands and tongue and hips and creativity had 3 more delicous
tervain to map, just got out when the car stopped, his apartment | guess, &

Same as Previous

blister, no side stich pulled my rutted routine up short. N, it was the bench. retum trip to my house backsest encore. To hell with real estate rule number v
Thic hanrh Samathing ahnt this nbsin Ardinan rite maintzined s nnts. Except.. e lnratinn didn's mattar
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BENCH

15t 1 msitg, st sting Siting and staring Sitting and staring
at_what iglism. Staring 2t
o blue nmrsargumgouemunmruggeu snapchat filters, an elementary
school teacher shuffles by — one harried adult followed by seventaen
uniformed and uniformly disinterested students. Then there's the soccer
mom, her gated community privilege wearing children, while their dad, laaded
‘down with bags, beach tote, and middie age meh, schizpps two paces behind.
15it on this banch and watch American exceptionalism bump and grind with
no fucking chue 25 to why I'm here

15hould be running. | on the fifth mile of my daily dazen.
Route predetermined — MLK to Gaston to Broad to Bay to home, then shower,
then Lean Culsine, then intsmet parn, Always the same, ahways the tame.
Except the porn. | was running along, dodging tourists and trollies, sidewalk
art and dog shit — subjective differentiation betwaen the fwo — heart rate
steatly, breathing calm, the comfort of a Nike on pavement lulaby, mind
switching into neutral, 2 mental RaM sift boated up

First Page Footer -Section - | ©2me friday..stil missing the dota

= = rmhday, sepa
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saturday - present. ny sister will kil me if don't — too old for Lego, t00 young
Jor - Xbox? switch? After wark, on the way home, Game Stop right across from
‘Ace Hard - light bulbs, fumace fiters, patch the screen where Rosis ~ liter, 01,
pap: 5, aimond milk, could grill out, uniess the
domn Mo See ‘Em's are —

I tapFor the fist time in six months, | stopped. Not because of traffic,
acomman problem around. ot because of a suddn weather
change either, ' an all-seazon marathon wannabe masochist. Mo cramp, na
blister, no side stich pulled my rutted routine up short. No, it was the bench.
This bench. Something about this plain, ordinary, city maintained, love note,
and gull rap decorated wood and concrete structure that snatched my

y and down the narrow

stane cut steps to._to_
2

did 1 g0 down there? Down here? Ta the Riverfrant, ta the bench,
1o this bench - why? Uh_.I got nothing. Nathing from the professional column,
ing to recommend i iy

estate to sither tourist or tawnie, so lev's g0 with a texthoak example of 'why
a2

1 mean, it's not fike my services were needed elsswhare, or matters
busy prassing, or my temparary absence from today’s sgenda could be keanly
felt, by anyone, by life, general affairs are certainly flexible enough to YoEain
littl2 smell the azaleas time, thinking now it was the Universe's suggestior
telling m to jump off the hamster wheal once in 2 while. 5o, I abandoncd the
narmal, climbed down and here | sit. it and stare.

and contamplate the (ate aftermoon sun 25 it hugs me close, 3 spring
previaw in January, its sparkle dance upon the river. And marvel at the
sensations — the tickly snakes between my shoulders, the drop drip diamonds

ir, the Rorsc] across my tshirt. and
panic — out here without adequate SPFs, Pl burn, o worse, freckle — and what
the hell am 1 doing? Waxing philosophical about sweat stains! Siting, staring.

panicking on this goddamn bench in the first place must

mean a psychotic brak, scrambled by abnormal impulses, right aver the adge,
t00 much stress, too much caffeine, too much everything. Except pom. |
know, stroke, Alzhgimer’s, glioma tumor, brain aneurism, dead in an instant,
tight now, here it comes, any second, and Il never know —

What? What was_was._that?

1

Outnumber the Stars

n shiver. River breeze dead calm,

Even Page Footer -Section 8- | ;. .., i from-the-

‘ Odd Page Header -Se

na- |h= Tand of grave wa\kmg, crespy.

banger ¥
shiver.

But no oneis.

Right?

There's nabady watching me, even passing glancing me. A quick
scan._all 1 see are milling souvenir suckers, boujgegwannabes, and — oh, here
cames 2 panzer baby s\ml\erdwlslonmmmmugmhe ‘crowd - but, by
design, nobody notices me sitting on this -

Except
Eyes. Where the fuck did — wasn't there a second — so confused 2 to
how — why I didn't notice when —staring at — intense, infinite — oh, my fucking
god, he's staring =t -
Eyes amack mine. Trapped without a struggle, he holds me captive,
hained to luss a5
entrance musi, think across the field walking urban D'Arcy — by the saccer
mom and whiney kids, through a teaching moment, round commerce and
Riverfront, through my fe, al of i, everything parting, making way, for him to
He ook 3t me... and wha the

hell is—3ll the ather people around and he
does he — something innocent fike directions, just ask the local looking guy the
wayto—

Or nefarious fike — b, shit, am | sitting in  wrong "right” place, does
he think Fm here to score some —

Religious fanatic, looks the type, wearing the arrogance of inelevant
‘questions belief, he wants to share his delusional fantasy stories with - well,
back off, buddy, not buying, not listening, dor't care, move right along ‘cause:
"

Oh, sweet Jesus, he's smiling.
* choase you."
want o sab for joy, plead for mercy. For 1 am last, and 1 will follow
wherever he leads. This bench brought me here. This hench brought me him.
1 choase you,"
That's it, these six words, well, thhm(alw wlly three, |sa||l\¢ ever
said. First as an invitati

‘What the helf do | do now?
Don't know his name, toa busy for small talk, too busy for pleasantries,

o0 busy )
sublime. &5 of FUCK to
ask that tion. Bodies busy, names

Don't remember where he fives. Didn't pay attention to the route,
Uber foreplay, hands and tongue and hips and creativity had 2 more delicious
terrain to map, just g the car stopped, his 3par i
retur trip to my house backsest encore. Ta hell with real estate rule number
‘one, location didn't matter

Nathing, only him.

and it's nothing without him. Took the sunrise and 5 seconds to add a
fresh layer to my scabbed raw alone. Don't ke it hate it, fucking despise this
‘ache of without him. This me without Him.

50, the next day, 1 50 back ta the beginning, the end, I go back tothe
Riverfrant looking, for answers, for mare, for him, And the next. And the next.
And the next, And the next. Every day | go down there, to that bench, my
bnch, our bench. same p\a[e same time. My eyes lock on the same spot—
15 e paddl the
background - the exac spot where he stoed, And I wait.

That'sal there i for me naw, the 3che, the alone, wafing for im.
Hiatus from socia! i, leave of
placating the chain of command. No slzep, eating by rote. | o't answer
unwanted familial cals, don't return superfiuous friendly concerns. Life
circling the drain, 1leave t al, | MUST, to wait. And the next day | go down to
the Riverfront, stay until the shadaws devour and see me home safely.

sack in my bathroom, the place whers | wait until | c2n wait again, |
lack 3t my face in the miror and try to understznd what happenad, what's
changed, compare and contrast, then and now, before and after, the me
before to me the now, from thought whole to what's missing, the piece of me
that's disappeared, highjacked, the part that should it snuggly into the

across my naked and sated sk, saothing hiskover's mark.
*1 choase you

Odd Page Footer -Section 8-

unch: hole within. I stare at my for hours, the dark hours
in between, seeking to grieve the loss of that vital chunk that | never knew
existed nd Pm still staring Three he
waiting,
Waiting

sitting and waiting._.

e, too. Curiosity and craving. And the
Even Page Footer -Section 8- |y e wil retum, 1know e will,
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wiith 3 grande black coffes in ane hnd, 2nd the fuzzies from 3 Jose
‘cusnvo induced ‘nap’ the night before hanging about my moad, | wind my way
back to my cubicle. Around a Barnwood Buikders discussion, back by large
myln bslloons scresrming Hapy 30th Birthcay®, around 3 mizsma of Whitz

Same as Previous
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sk Jose, drive-thi
twa wasks ag0. A hollow  my mind as 1
indly punch at the down bucton, sweaty fingers leaving greasy marks on the
y . Falling into py . allow the walls
tashelter as | gag and retch

Ger out now.

Four manths, eleven days, ninsteen hours and thirtzen minutes since
the last time | heard that voice. Four manths, eleven days, ninetzen haurs and
thirtaen minutes of hell

Ger our now.

Odd Page Header ~Section 8- rhme, ‘Get out Now, has 3 very limited
55 Ind move your ass.

Wisheard, perhaps? o, those thrae words crystal clear, and my
heart's newsst tattao.

‘A faulty or false memary, then? 1o, that bouncing Expo marker sharp
“Rubs sore spat behind left ar* Newton did irritate, | did answer the phane,
the call DID happen, so where, or what, or why or_

An explanation of any variety as to why I'm just standing with no
apparent matiuatianal purpose of a mid-moring Montay is quickly necded,

“ah, hell.*

50, about face and double time drill out to my car and an early hunch —
just passing through grounds crew, excellent lzaf biower skils, by the way -
sesking a cansult with a cookie dough Blizzard abouta patentially tattered
wark reputation nesding &n early ratir—

ishi

. O my desk. Car keys, iPhone, wallet, sunglasses, brisfcase, my

‘everything left behind on my desk when he, and then 1 —
Mo need for a recap of this morning’s thought canquered co-
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